
2017 Academy of Behavioral Medicine Research Annual Meeting Program  
Transdiagnostic Risk Mechanisms:   

Accelerating the Impact of Behavioral Medicine 
La Fonda on the Plaza, Santa Fe, NM 

 
Wednesday, June 21, 2017 
 
6:00-8:00 Cocktail Reception and Group Dinner with New Member Introductions: Anna 

Marsland, PhD.  La Terraza and Garden Terrace 
 
8:00-9:00 Welcome and Opening Remarks-  Jim McCubbin, PhD 

Evening Address: Patti Ganz, M.D., UCLA Fielding School of Public Health, 
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA.  Estrogen and Breast Cancer: Exploring 
the Mind-Body Connection.  La Terraza and Garden Terrace 

 
Thursday, June 22, 2017 
 
7:30-8:30 Breakfast Buffet Santa Fe Room 
 
8:30-10:15 Self-Regulation and Health Damaging Behavior. Moderator-Susan Czajkowski, 

PhD.  New Mexico Room 
Mustafa al’Absi, PhD- Stress and addiction relapse 
Ryan Rhodes, PhD- Family physical activity promotion 
Jeanne McCaffery, PhD-  Precision Medicine in Obesity Treatment 
Warren Bickel, PhD- Reinforcer Pathology:  A Transdisease Mechanism 
 

10:15-10:45 Coffee Break 
 
10:45-12:30 Health Disparities in Chronic Disease.  Moderator- John Ruiz, PhD.  New Mexico 

Room 
Hannah Schreier, PhD.  Socioeconomic health disparities in children and 
adolescents 
Gaston Kapuku, M.D.- Race, ethnicity, blood pressure, and cardiovascular 
disease 
Neil Schneiderman, PhD- SES, stress and cardio-metabolic risk 
Maria Llabre, PhD- Revisiting the Hispanic Paradox 

 
12:30-4:00 Lunch and free time on your own 
 
12:30-2:30 Executive Committee Luncheon Santa Fe Room 
 
4:00-5:00 The Neal Miller Award Ceremony:  Jennifer A. Sumner, PhD.  New Mexico Room 
 



5:00-5:45 The ABMR Lifetime Achievement Award: Steve Weiss, PhD, and Karen 
Matthews, PhD.  New Mexico Room 

 
6:00-8:00 Cocktail Reception and Group Dinner with New Member Introductions (cont): 

Anna Marsland, PhD.  La Terraza and Garden Terrace 
 
8:00-9:00 Evening Address:  Melvina L. McCabe, M.D., University of New Mexico School of 

Medicine, Native American Health Challenges.  La Terraza and Garden Terrace 
 
Friday, June 23, 2017 
 
New member introductory posters (all day) 
 
7:30-8:30 Breakfast Buffet  Santa Fe Room 
 
8:30-10:15 Stress and Neuroendocrine Mechanisms in Health and Disease.  Moderator- 

Stephen Manuck, PhD.  New Mexico Room 
Susan Girdler, PhD- Reproductive hormone sensitivity: A transdiagnostic 
mechanism of risk? 
Steve Cole, PhD- Update on new clinical trials in cancer 
Redford Williams, M.D.- Genes, environmental stressors, and the 
biobehavioral pathways to CVD 
 
   

10:15-10:45 Coffee Break 
 

10:45-12:30 Sleep Deprivation and Health.  Moderator- Daniel Buysse, M.D.  New Mexico 
Room 

Martica Hall, PhD- Mechanisms and moderators of sleep health 
Matt Burg, PhD - Sleep, stress and health 
Tavis Campbell, PhD- Insomnia in cancer survivors 
Karen Matthews, PhD- Stress, sleep and health implications 

 
12:30-2:00 Group Lunch and New Members Introductions (cont): Anna Marsland, PhD. La 

Terraza and Garden Terrace 
 
2:00-3:45 Depression and Anxiety in Chronic Disease.  Moderator- Matt Burg, PhD.  New 

Mexico Room  
Karen Weihs, M.D.- Anxiety and depression in cancer patients 
Karina Davidson, PhD- Depression in cardiovascular disease 
Ken Freedland, PhD- Depression and heart failure 
Susan Everson-Rose, PhD-Depressive symptoms and cardiovascular 
disease risk 



 
3:45-4:15 Coffee Break 
 
4:15-5:00 ABMR Business Meeting.  New Mexico Room  
 
Dinner-  On your own, free time 
 
Saturday, June 24, 2017 
 
7:30-8:30 Breakfast Buffet  Ballroom North 
 
8:30-10:15 Brain Mechanisms, Emotion and Arousal. Moderator- Julian Thayer, PhD.  

Ballroom South 
Richard Lane, M.D.- Cracking the code:  Everyday emotion alters 
ventricular repolarization duration in coronary artery disease 
Liz Brondolo, PhD- Racial discrimination and emotional arousal 
Daniel Mroczek, PhD- Emotional reactivity and mortality 
J. Richard Jennings, PhD- The Vagus and Medial and Ventrolateral 
Prefrontal Cortex  

 
10:15-10:45 Coffee Break 

 
10:45-12:30  Transdiagnostic Interventions in Chronic Disease. Moderator- Liz Brondolo, PhD.  

Ballroom South 
Michael Antoni, PhD- Stress Management to Probe Disease-Relevant 
Biobehavioral Processes in Cancer Patients 
Ed Suarez, PhD- Reducing blood glucose and depression in persons with 
prediabetes 
Christopher France, PhD-  Virtual Reality Gaming in Treatment of Chronic 
Pain  
Daniel Buysse, M.D.- Can we sleep our way to better health? 

 
12:30-6:00   Lunch and free time on your own 
 
6:00-8:00 Cocktail Reception and Dinner.  Lumpkins Ballroom 
 
8:00-9:00 Presidential Address:  Jim McCubbin, PhD- CNS Function and Emotional 

Dampening in the Prehypertensive Brain  
 
 Meeting Wrap up:  Jim McCubbin and Jerry Suls 
 
Funding for this conference was made possible (in part) by 1R13CA216984-01 from the National Cancer Institute, 
the National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health, and the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. 
The views expressed in written conference materials or publications and by speakers and moderators do not 



necessarily reflect the official policies of the Department of Health and Human Services; nor does mention by trade 
names, commercial practices, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government. 


